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was going to see his family again. By 11 
a.m., he was dealing with a new re-
ality, one in which he was saying good-
bye to more than 2,000 of his brothers. 
Within 24 hours, he was a soldier for a 
nation at war with Japan, within 48 
hours, that war had grown. 

We as a nation oftentimes take the 
sacrifice Merle and his fellow service-
members have made for granted. They 
sacrificed their time, their personal 
health, and far too often their lives to 
let us as a nation live free and prosper. 
Without their sacrifices we would be 
living in a very different world today 
and no amount of gratitude can ever be 
enough. But we must try, and we must, 
most importantly, remember. 

I am proud to say that, at last count, 
60 of these heroes who experienced the 
horror of Pearl Harbor call Indiana 
home. But, as with all World War II 
veterans, this proud generation is 
shrinking. Just last year, six Pearl 
Harbor veterans passed away in our 
State. According to the Pearl Harbor 
Survivors, only 25 of them are able to 
be active members of their community. 
The rapid decline and increasing immo-
bility of this generation poses many 
dangers to the memory of Pearl Har-
bor. 

Today, we remember their sacrifice, 
we discuss the events of the day, the 
lessons of history are reviewed, we col-
lectively remember, and, if you know a 
veteran of Pearl Harbor, we should 
slow down and listen before the oppor-
tunity passes. 

Since 2002, I have been leading the ef-
fort in Indiana to record oral history 
interviews with Pearl Harbor survivors 
and all veterans as part of the Library 
of Congress Veterans History Project. 
In addition to the stories of 104 Hoosier 
Pearl Harbor survivors already 
archived at the Library of Congress, I 
have submitted the histories of over 
10,000 veterans for permanent inclusion 
in our national history. As a veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, I know the memories 
and life changing experiences gained 
from serving our country, and I am 
pleased to help ensure that Hoosier 
veterans are able to record their per-
sonal stories so that we can all learn 
about and appreciate their tremendous 
sacrifice. 

One of the most important lessons of 
Pearl Harbor was that the adversaries 
of the United States are multiple and 
active. We learned that we must al-
ways be prepared. On September 11, 
2001, we were painfully reminded of 
these lessons. 

As we recognize these historical 
events, I call attention to the 97,800 
military personnel who today are on 
the ground in Afghanistan, with a total 
of 129,200 deployed to the region aboard 
ships at sea, on bases, and at air sta-
tions in the region supporting Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. We are down 
now to only about 12,500 military per-
sonnel deployed to Iraq, yet some 79,105 
are still deployed to the region aboard 
ships at sea, on bases, and air stations 
in support of the redeployment of that 

force. Since 2003, 4,474 have been killed 
in Iraq operations, and 1,733 have been 
killed in Afghanistan since 2001. 

These men and women continue to 
answer the call to serve a cause greater 
than themselves, as those men did that 
fateful day in Pearl Harbor 70 years 
ago. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
humbly honoring Private First Class 
Berdine and all those who have and 
continue to serve our Nation in uni-
form for their inspirational service. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE MISSION 
CONTINUES 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on Vet-
erans Day, November 11, 2011, I was for-
tunate enough to attend a service 
project at Walnut Grove Elementary 
School in St. Louis, MO, alongside 
nearly 100 veteran and civilian volun-
teers. These volunteers recognized that 
Veterans Day is not just an oppor-
tunity to thank veterans but also an 
opportunity to recognize them as the 
civic assets they are and to dem-
onstrate that their skills and leader-
ship are very much needed in our com-
munities. This group spent nearly 7 
hours working on a wide variety of aca-
demic and artistic projects that will 
improve the learning environment at 
Walnut Grove Elementary. 

This experience was only possible 
through a Missouri organization called 
The Mission Continues, headquartered 
in St. Louis. Founded in 2007 after CEO 
Eric Greitens returned home from serv-
ice in Iraq as a Navy SEAL, The Mis-
sion Continues is the only national 
nonprofit dedicated to empowering 
post-9/11 veterans to rebuild purpose 
through community service. They have 
recognized that many veterans strug-
gle to find purpose at home without 
the structure, mission, and camara-
derie of a military unit. The Mission 
Continues challenges our veterans to 
apply their military skill sets to ad-
dress critical needs within our commu-
nities by serving as citizen leaders. 
This unique approach gives veterans 
renewed purpose and strengthens our 
communities for future generations. 

The Mission Continues engages post- 
9/11 veterans to serve in their commu-
nities through 28-week service fellow-
ships at nonprofit organizations. This 
fellowship program provides our former 
military men and women with the op-
portunity to translate their military 
experience into civilian skills. To date, 
The Mission Continues has awarded 
nearly 200 successful fellowships in 30 
States and the District of Columbia. 
Additionally, the organization recog-
nizes our veterans as civic assets and 
brings veterans and civilians together 
to serve their country by leading in 
their local communities. 

We must remind ourselves that while 
our veterans are often told ‘‘thank 
you,’’ they also need to hear, ‘‘we still 
need you.’’ Through their work, The 

Mission Continues is fundamentally 
changing the way our Nation welcomes 
home our servicemembers. In addition 
to the fellowship program, they are 
contributing to comprehensive aca-
demic research, have established inno-
vative partnerships between public and 
private organizations that support our 
veterans in their transition, and pro-
vide an experienced voice as the Nation 
tackles veterans’ issues. 

I encourage my colleagues in the 
Senate to recognize the work that The 
Mission Continues performs every day. 
As a nation, we are all invested in the 
post-military careers of the men and 
women in uniform who have defended 
our country. I encourage all Members 
to stand with The Mission Continues as 
they challenge our veterans to be cit-
izen leaders in their communities.∑ 
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CELEBRATING THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE OF DR. HAL COHEN 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
rise to celebrate the distinguished ca-
reer of Dr. Hal Cohen, an internation-
ally renowned economist and professor, 
devoted husband, father, and grand-
father, and my good friend. 

Harold Allen Cohen was born in New 
York on April 21, 1938. After earning 
his B.A. from the college that is now 
known as SUNY-Binghamton and his 
M.A. from Cornell University, Hal 
began his career in health care financ-
ing and public policy by earning a 
Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1967. 
After completing his education, he was 
awarded a prestigious fellowship with 
the National Science Foundation from 
1969 to 1971, which he followed with a 
year-long stint as an associate at the 
Danforth Foundation while teaching 
economics at the University of Geor-
gia, first as an assistant and then as an 
associate professor. 

Hal then took a position that would 
come to define his career. In 1972, he 
moved to Baltimore to become the ex-
ecutive director and founding member 
of the Health Services Cost Review 
Commission, or HSCRC, the State 
agency that regulates hospital rates in 
Maryland. As a member of the Mary-
land House of Delegates, I worked 
closely with Dr. Cohen during the 
formative years of the HSCRC, and 
while he is quick to say that he was 
surrounded by a tremendous group of 
colleagues, it was his leadership that 
cemented the HSCRC as a Maryland in-
stitution. His insight was and con-
tinues to be invaluable in containing 
hospital cost growth. Dr. Cohen worked 
to ensure that hospitals could provide 
efficient, high quality care to every 
Marylander as he focused on ensuring 
that hospital financing options were 
fair, accessible and equitable. Since 
1976, the HSCRC has financed nearly $1 
billion in uncompensated care, improv-
ing access for underinsured and unin-
sured Marylanders, and supporting hos-
pitals’ social mission while providing 
them greater financial stability. 
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Since 1977, Maryland hospitals have 

been paid on the basis of the rates es-
tablished by the HSCRC, ensuring that 
Maryland’s health costs are kept low, 
and that its health system is tailored 
to the needs of its citizens. Under Hal’s 
leadership, the State of Maryland has 
saved over $47 billion since 1976. The 
HSCRC has been essential in ensuring 
that each hospital in Maryland pro-
vides comprehensive care that includes 
assistance for the underinsured, as well 
as incorporating teaching and research 
programs into the structure of the hos-
pital center. 

As Executive Director of the HSCRC, 
Dr. Cohen ushered the organization 
through its first 15 years. He worked to 
ensure that the agency would work 
well with Maryland hospitals, the 
Maryland State Legislature, and most 
importantly, for Maryland’s citizens in 
a transparent and accountable fashion. 
The independent nature of the HSCRC 
allows the agency the ability to advo-
cate for and support a legislative agen-
da, and Dr. Cohen used this ability over 
the length of his career to fight for fair 
and sustainable pricing structures that 
support hospitals and patients. 

The system set up by the HSCRC was 
so well-conceived that it has succeeded 
for nearly 35 years. All-payer rate set-
ting is now being discussed by many 
leading health economists as an effec-
tive way to control the unsustainable 
growth in health care costs. 

Dr. Cohen’s base of knowledge has 
been widely sought. He has served on 
three Federal committees, and he was 
a founding appointee to the Prospec-
tive Payment Assessment Commis-
sion—ProPAC. He has also served as a 
member of the National Committee on 
Rural Health, the National Committee 
of Vital and Health Statistics, and he 
served as Commissioner of the Mary-
land Health Care Access and Cost Com-
mission from 1993 to 1998. As Commis-
sioner, he played a key role in improv-
ing quality and expanding health care 
access, by initiating HMO report cards 
to evaluate quality and establishing a 
small group market system to make 
insurance more affordable for small 
businesses. 

In 1985, 2 years before he would step 
down as the Executive Director of 
HSCRC, he founded Hal Cohen, Inc., a 
health care consulting firm located in 
Baltimore, MD to offer consulting serv-
ices in the areas of hospital financing 
and public policy. He has served clients 
from every corner of the industry and 
all over the country, from the Federal 
Government to private insurers, from 
HMOs to self-insured companies. 

In addition to his significant and 
long-lasting professional impact, Dr. 
Hal Cohen is known throughout Balti-
more as a loving husband and father. 
Hal and his wife, Jo, have been married 
for more than 50 years, and their fam-
ily has grown to include their chil-
dren—Robb, Gail, David, Heather, and 
Amy—and their five grandchildren— 
Lizzie, Alex, Max, Zhi, and Olive. 

Dr. Cohen’s extensive work will con-
tinue to make Maryland a better place 

to live. His essential leadership was 
crucial in building the HSCRC as a 
force for fairness in health care pricing 
and for expanding patient access to 
health care. I thank him for his long 
service, and I congratulate him on his 
many years of putting the people of 
Maryland first—he is a public servant 
of the highest caliber, and I am proud 
to call him my trusted advisor and 
dear friend.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO NANCY BERGMANN 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator JIM RISCH joins me 
today in recognizing Nancy Berg-
mann’s retirement after 26 years of 
dedicated and effective service. 

For the past 18 years, Nancy has rep-
resented the Idaho National Labora-
tory, INL, in promoting economic de-
velopment, expanding technology busi-
ness sectors and creating under-
standing about the nuclear and energy 
missions at INL. Nancy is a well- 
known and endearing figure in Idaho’s 
high-technology business community. 
During her career, she has made a sig-
nificant impact in helping small busi-
nesses, nurturing entrepreneurs, and 
aiding communities in increasing their 
technology business base. Previously, 
she initiated Idaho’s Hispanic Youth 
Symposium while managing INL’s di-
versity program in human resources, 
which also was recognized by President 
George H.W. Bush for excellence. With 
more than 30 years of involvement in 
serving United Way and community 
service, Nancy also has been appointed 
to more than 25 boards and commis-
sions, including the Idaho Rural Part-
nership, Idaho TechConnect, and many 
more. 

Nancy has also been instrumental in 
organizing regional economic develop-
ment offices throughout Idaho. In addi-
tion to serving on the National United 
Way Board of America, Nancy has been 
named INL’s Woman of the Year, Ida-
ho’s Business Woman of the Year, and 
2008 Idaho Business Review Woman of 
the Year. On November 18, 2011, the 
Southern Idaho Economic Develop-
ment Organization honored Nancy for a 
decade of support by establishing the 
Nancy Bergmann/INL Math & Science 
Scholarship, managed by the College of 
Southern Idaho Foundation. 

We wish Nancy an enjoyable retire-
ment and a wonderful time with her 
family, including five granddaughters. 
We hope that retirement will provide 
Nancy with more opportunities to 
enjoy Idaho’s magnificent sunsets. 
Congratulations to Nancy for achieving 
this milestone, and thank you, Nancy, 
for your outstanding service to Idaho 
communities.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE CHILDREN’S 
HOME SOCIETY 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 
to give a voice to the countless chil-
dren in need of good homes all across 
this country and to recognize an orga-

nization in my State that helps provide 
these children with a safe environment 
and a nurturing family. 

The Children’s Home Society has 
served West Virginia for 115 years. This 
organization has 12 locations all across 
our State that work to meet one crit-
ical mission: finding homes for chil-
dren who don’t have a loving place to 
live. 

I have always said the best invest-
ment we can make in our country is an 
investment in the next generation, and 
that starts with making sure each of 
our children has a place to call home. 
That is why the work of the Children’s 
Home Society is so important. 

More than 400 children in my home 
State of West Virginia are currently 
living in a foster home. For many of 
them, it is the first time they have re-
ceived a safe place to live and loving 
care. The Children’s Home Society has 
worked tirelessly on their behalf. Their 
programs range from emergency shel-
ters to foster and adoption services and 
mentoring. The organization exists to 
help care for, protect, and nurture chil-
dren, as well as strengthen and protect 
families. 

The Children’s Home Society has also 
worked vigorously to build awareness 
throughout our State. This fall the or-
ganization hosted the Footsteps for 
Foster Kids Festival, an event created 
to illustrate the need for foster fami-
lies in West Virginia and recruit fami-
lies who can provide loving homes for 
children. All day long, children and 
families had opportunities to partici-
pate in various activities at the fes-
tival, including paddle boat races and 
fishing competitions. More than 400 
people attended, and the Children’s 
Home Society was able to reach out to 
new families interested in opening 
their homes to children in need. 

In fact, the idea for the Footsteps for 
Foster Kids Festival first came from 
our young people, when 10 area youth 
called the Band Together Organization 
worked with the Children’s Home Soci-
ety to make the day a true success. 
They are an inspiring group, and we 
are all proud of their efforts and serv-
ice to the community. 

I would like to congratulate the Chil-
dren’s Home Society for their legacy of 
impressive and meaningful work and 
thank the Band Together Organization 
for the commitment they have dem-
onstrated to improving the lives of 
children. Your example serves our 
State and our Nation well.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 12:12 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2192. An act to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse under 
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve 
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or 
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